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Reverend Fathers, beloved in the Lord brothers and sisters!

On this joyous day of the grand opening of the Russian House "Rodina" I wish to relay the greetings and
blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion, who has been traveling throughout Russia in connection with

the celebration of the 5th anniversary of the Reunification. It is with his blessing that I speak to you today.

The last several weeks have been filled with an abundance of spiritual joy that has been felt by all of the
faithful sons and daughters of the Local Russian Church, both in the homeland and in the Diaspora. Celebrating
the fifth anniversary of the Reunification of the Russian Church, we recall that historic day, when the ever-
memorable Patriarch Alexey II and Metropolitan Laurus signed the Act of Canonical Communion and put an end
to a bitter 90-year division. This division within the Church affected all aspects of Russian life, both spiritual and
social, and was most strongly felt here abroad.

As children of the Russian Church living in the Diaspora, we have an obligation to fulfill the wishes of His
Holiness, Patriarch Kyrill, who has called on us to analyze the past five years and determine a future for
ourselves, whereby we can continue to strengthen our unity. This brings us to today — Howell, New Jersey — the
grand opening of Rodina. If you look around this room, you will notice that we have Russians from all different
backgrounds and locales. We have representatives from various social circles, clergy, young people, old people;
some have recently immigrated to America, and others like me, were born and raised within different Russian
immigrant communities in America. No matter your place of original, or how you arrived in this place, your
presence here today is a testament to our unity. When the Church was reunited on May 17, 2007, all of Russia was
reunited. We know this is true, because the most important lesson that the bloody 20th century has taught us, is

that Russia cannot exist without the saving grace of the Holy Orthodox Church.

As a Russian Cultural Society, Rodina has the potential to become a unifying center for Russians from all
walks of life. During the last 100 years, our people were spread out all over the world as a result of the
Revolution. Our fathers, grandfathers, and great-grandfathers faced their uncertain fate with bold conviction and
sincere faith. Your motto, "6not in exile, but in mission," is a continuation of their legacy and the spirit with which
they went into exile. If you can preserve this beautiful aspect of the persevering Russian spirit, thousands will

come here from all over the world to be part of this common cause, thus strengthening the unity of our people.



Looking back at the past of this historic organization, we must be honest with ourselves and acknowledge the
longstanding rift between the Church and Rodina. Mistakes were made, and the stubbornness of our Russian
character prevented us from communicating or finding possible avenues of cooperation. We did not come here to
dig up the past, but to learn from it. If we do not work together and respect each other, we will sin against our

unity and repeat the same mistakes of the past.

I am sincerely grateful to the administration for inviting us here to open a new chapter in the life of Rodina by
serving a moleben and calling down the grace of God on this good work. Let us pray that this type of cooperation
with the Church will not only continue, but grow stronger. Glory be to God, much positive growth has happened
in our Diocese over the past five years, including the organization of a new administrative center, which is
located in this same town of Howell. Under the direction of Metropolitan Hilarion, the Eastern American Diocese
is experiencing a spiritual revival, much like the one that has been happening in the Russian Church since the
collapse of communism. Churches are being opened and many new clergymen are being ordained to minister to
our ever-growing flock. The diocesan administration has been cooperating with different social and cultural
organizations that support this growth and are helping unite our faithful. By working together with the Church,

we become active participants in the revival of Holy Russia.

With God’s help, there is so much that we can accomplish together, that will impact not only the current
generation, but future generations — our grandchildren and great-grandchildren. But none of this will be possible
if we do not make our primary concern the preservation and strengthening of our Orthodox faith. We must
always remember that at the heart of our Russian culture, which the best of men from every nation have honored
and continue honor, lies the light of that Orthodox Christian Faith, granted to us by our Great Prince Vladimir. To
the Orthodox Faith the Russian people owe literally everything that they had and have, their very best, their most
marvelous and sublime, in their character, in their way of life, and in their private and public lives. There is no

aspect of a Russian’s life on which Holy Orthodox has not left her mark.

May God help you in your new beginning and may you never forget that all of our might and all of our

honor is in Holy Orthodoxy!

With love in Christ,

Archpriest Serge Lukianov

Diocesan Secretary
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BceuecTHsle oTIIbHI, BO341001eHHBIE 0 I'ocrioge, 6paThst u cecTpsr!

B ®TOT paaocTHBIN AeHb TOp>KecTBeHHOro OoTKpHTIs Pycckoro Joma "Poamna", mpmBeTcTBYIO Bac OT AuIIa
Bricokompeocssimenneiimero Murporoanra Viaapruona, KOTOpEHI ceffidac IyTemrecTsyeT 1o Poccun o caydaio

MpasaHOBaHM 5011 To40BIMHEL BoccoeanHenms. 1o ero 6aaroc10seHNIO 51 00paialoch K BaM CETOAHS.

ITocaeanne HecKOABKO HeeAb OBIAM VICIIOAHEHHBI AYXOBHOI pajoCTH, KOTOPYIO UyBCTBOBaAM BCe BepHEIE
ceiHbl U Amepu Pycckoit Llepksu Bo orTedectBe u paccessHun. OTMedast IATYIO TodOBIIUMHY Boccoeannenms
Pycckoit Llepksu, MBI BCIIOMMHaeM TOT MCTOPUYECKUI A€Hb, KOrda IpucHoriomyuHaemMblie Ilatpuapx Aaexcnii II
Murponoaut /aBp noamnmucaay AKT O KaHOHMYECKOM OOIIleHMM, TOJAOXKUBIINI KOHell Topbkomy 90-aeTHeMy
pasaeaenmio. Pasjeaenme BHyTpu llepkBM IOBAMSAAO Ha BCe CTOPOHBI PYCCKOM >KM3HM: AYXOBHYIO U

O6IJ_[€‘CTB€‘HHyIO, " CABHO OTPpa3mA0Ch Ha KMU3HN O6I.[U/IHI)I 3a py6€‘>KOM Poccumn.

Mzer — waga Pycckont Llepksy, >KuBymiue B paccessHUM, — MMeeM CBOMM JOATOM BBIIIOAHUTDL XKeaaHue Ero
Cesrerimectsa Ilatpnapxa Kupnaaa, koTopsiit mpussaa Hac IIpoaHaAM3MPOBaTh ITocAeAHe 5 AeT 1 onpeleAnTh

cBoe OyJyIiee 445 YKpeIlAeHus AOCTUTHYTOTO e AMHCTBa.

Cerognst MBI ¢ BaMU TOP>KeCTBEHHO OTKphIBaeM 3aa "Poauna” B rop. Xoseaa, mwr. Hero-Axepcu. [Tocmorpure
II0 CTOPOHAaM, — 34eCh IIPUCYTCTBYIOT PYCCKHMe AI0AM CaMOTO Pa3HOIO IIPOMCXOXKAEHMS U3 CaMbIX pPa3HBIX
MeCTHOCTell. 34ech IpeACTaBUTeAN Pa3AMJHBIX CAOeB OOIecTBa: AyXOBEHCTBO, MUpPSHE, MOAOAEXKD, IIOXKUALIe
AIOAM, HeJaBHUE SMUIPAHTHI M Te, KTO, KaK M s, POAUACA M BBIPOC B Pa3AMYHBIX PYCCKMX MMMUTIPAHTCKIX

cooO1recTsax B AMepuKe.

I'ae ©v1 Byl HM poamancs, 0TKyaa 651 HM TIpUOBIAU CI04a, Balte mpucyTcTBIe 34eCh CETOAHSA CBUAETEAbCTBYET
o HameMm eguHcTBe. Koraa Llepkoss Boccoeamunaace 17 mast 2007 r., Boccoeagunmaace BCA Poccnst. O6 sToM
CBIJeTeAbCTBYeT Kposabblli 20 Bek, IaaBHBII YpOK KOTOpOro 3akaiodaercs B ToM, uto Poccmst HE moker

CyIIIecTBOBAThb BHe cIlacuTeAbHOI 0aarogatu Caaroii ITpaBocaasnort Llepxsn.

"PoanHa" B KauecTBe PYCCKOTO KyABTYPHOIO IIeHTpa CIIOCOOHA CTaTh OOBeAVHSIOIIUM ILIEHTPOM PYCCKUX
AI0Aell 3 CaMBIX Pa3HBIX CA0eB HaceAeHN:. B mporaom Beke B pe3yabTaTe peBOAIOIIMH HAIll HAPOJ, PaccesAcs 110

BceMy ceeTy. Hammm oTusl, geabl 1 IpageAbl CMeAO U € KPeIIKOM Bepoil CMOTpeAU B AUIIO CBOEM TsXKeAO! joe.



Bamr aesus: "He B m3rHaHUM, HO B TOCAaHUN" — IIPSIMOE IIPOJOAXKEHIe UX HacAeAVs U TOTO AyXa, C KOTOPBIM OHM
yexaan B M3rHaHme. Ecam BaM yJacTcsl cOXpaHMTh DTO IIpeKpacHOe KadeCTBO PYCCKOM AYIIM, Cloja B HaAeXJe

CTaTb 9aCTbIO 06mero Aeaa 6y4yT IPpUXOANUTDH TBHICSIIN, YTO TOABKO yCUANUT €AVMHCTBO HAIlIETO HapoAa.

OrasapBasice Haszad, B IIPOIILIOE DTOV MCTOPUYECKON OpTraHM3allMl, MBI He MOXeM He VIIOMSHYTbh O
AOATOBpeMEHHOM paspbiBe MexAy lLlepkospio m "Poguuoit”’. Belam coBepieHBI OMIMOKM, M HallMOHaAbHOE
pycckoe yIpsIMCTBO MeIlal0 HaM IOHATh APYT ApPyTa M HaNTU CIIocoOwl coTpyaHmdectsa. Ho MBI cobpaancs
34ech He 445 TOTro, YTOOBI BOPOIINUTH IIPOIIA0e, a YTOOBI 13BA€Yb U3 Hero ypoku. Ecan MuI He Oydem paboTathb
BMeCTe U yBaXkaTh APYI-4pyra, Mbl Oy4eM IpeIuTh HPOTHUB HAIlleTo eAMHCTBA U ITOBTOPATL BCe Te >Ke OIMIMOKU

IIPOIILAOTO.

51 nckpenne 61arozapeH agAMUHUCTPAIUM 3@ TO, YTO OHU MPUTAACUAN HAC AASl TOTO, YTOOBI OTKPBITh HOBYIO
CTpaHMIly B >KM3HM "POoAVMHBI" M OTCAYXUTh MoAeOeH AAs NpusbiBaHmMs Oaarogatu bokmeilt Ha »TO A0OpoOe
HaunHaHMe. [lomoammcs, 49ToOBI 1M0A00HOe CcOTpyaHMYecTBO C LlepKOBLIO He TOABKO IIPOAOAXKAAOCh, HO M

YKPpeIasaa0cCh.

Caasa bory, 3a mocaeanme 5 AeT B Hallel eapXuy MPOMU3OIII0 MHOXKECTBO ITO3UTUBHBIX I3MEHEHN, B TOM
yucAe, OopraHu3alis HOBOIO aiMUHUCTPaTUBHOIO II€HTPa, PacloA0XKeHHOIO B TOM e ropoge Xoseaze. Ilog,
pyxosojctsoM Murponoanra Maapuona, Bocrouno-Amepukanckas enapXus MUCIBITBIBaeT AYXOBHBIN IIOABLEM,
MMoAOOHBIN TOMY, KOTOpPHII Iponcxoana B Pycckoit Llepksu nmocae nagenns kommyHusma. OTKPBIBAIOTCS IIePKBU
U AAs OKOpMAeHMs Bce 0o.ee BO3pacTalOIIero 4YmcAa BEPYIOIINX PYKOIIOJaraeTcsl MHOMKeCTBO HOBBIX
CBAIIEHHMKOB. EnapxmaapHast aAMMHUCTpanusA COTpPyAHNYAET C pa3ANMIHBIMY OOIIIECTBEHHBIMU U KYABTYPHBIMU
opraHmM3anuAMM, NOAAEPKMUBAIONIMMM POCT U ejuHeHMe Bepyomux. Pabortas Bmecre ¢ llepkoBbio, MBI

CTaHOBMMCSI aKTVMBHBIMI Y4IaCTHVKaMU BO3POKAEHIT CasTont PyCI/I

C boxmeit moMONILIO, MBI MOXKeM AOCTMYb O4eHb MHOTOTO — TOTO, YTO OKaXkeT BAMsSHME He TOABKO Ha
HBIHeIITHee, HO 11 Ha OyAyIlye IOKOAeHIA — HaIllX BHYKOB U IpaBHyKoB. OgHako 9TO OyeT BO3MOXKHO TOABKO,

€CAM CBO€M I1aBHO 11eAbI0 MBI IIOCTaBMM COXpaHeHue 1 yKpenaenue ITpasocaasus.

Haso Bcersa moMHMTB, 4TO B OCHOBe Halmleil Pycckoil KyaAbTyphl, Ilepes, KOTOPOM HPeKAOHSAUCh U
MPOJOAXKAIOT IIPEKAOHATHCA Aydlllle AI04UM MUpa cero, Aexut cser Tou IlpaBocaasHoit Xpucrosoir Bepuwr,
KOTOPYIO JapoBaa HaM Hall Beankmnii ku:a3p Baagumup. IlpasocaasHoilt Bepe pyccknit Hapog 00s13aH OyKBaabHO
BCeM, UTO OBLAO M €CTh CaMOTO AYYIIero, IIPeKpacHOIo 1 BO3BBLIIIIEHHOTO B €T0 XapakTepe, ObITe, OOIIeCTBeHHOI I
roCcyapcTBeHHON X13HI. HeT Takoit 061acTy B JKM3HM pyCCKOTO Yea0BeKa, Ha KOoTopylo cesatoe [IpaBocaasue He

HAAO0X1A0 OBbI CBOETO CBETAOIO OTIIeYaTKa.

Aa 6aarocaosut 'ocrioas Barie HOBOe HauMHaHMe 1 Aa ToMokeT OH BaM HUKOIZa He 3a0bIBaTh, UTO BCsI HAIlla

c1Aa U BCsl Hallla 4ecTb — B cBAToM IIpaBocaasum!
C 210008510 BO Xpucre,

ITporonepeir Cepruit /lyKbsHOB

Cexpemapv enapxuu



